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CONSTITUTION 

AT THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASSOCIATION, 



JL /EJHS Soqiety sJbaU.Jbe c^ajjed JThe ^Baptist Education Soci- 
ety of the Warren Association. 

-IL TJys . £pci$fy p\$l .foe c^pqs^d . pf ^11 such persons as nay 
jnto its -fujujb ;! att^ajt ? o^ie , (ip^ar ^annually, rv who shall Jiare a right 
Jo a^em^le with^^u^es, jhereinaf^r^amed, andjote jn^e 
election tf r %]p^<}cx$xe. Q^pajtt^e. 

}U> ^TJfce Qbject of $is jSgciety | ( ball be, 1 to afford the 4 meajjs of 
4f«^M9W«fiW»rJto^L^ oC,our ^^^^ft^g^^^m- 
ination, whether intended for, or^actually .engaged in,, the work of 
the gospel ministry, as shall be deemed by tKe Executive Commit- 
tee hereinafter named, suitable^pefsons to receive the aid of this 
Society. 

IV. A Board of Trustees, for this Society, shall be raised in jhe 
following manner, viz. : For the present year, one-Messenger now 
present from each of the Churches, shall be chosen by the Associ- 
ation, who shall immediately execute tthe .duty hereafter assigned 
them ; and in future, each Church comprised iiLihe^Warren Baptist 
Association, which shall annually for ward, a contribution .to aid the 
fund, shall be authorized to appoint one Trustee. 

V. The^Xrustees shall meet annually.on^he Tuesday. $fter the 
first -Wednesday^ in September, at eight o'clock,. A/M.^atdhe place 
of the meeting pf the Warren Association,. and.ghaJL&tej&l)y ballot 
a Treasurer,* Secretary, and seven persQus, r who. f htJl u J>e either 
members of thejr own body, or other bretl^i£nj>£>tbe^ai4 Associa- 
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tion, and shall be styled, The Executive Committee. One third of 
the whole number of Trustees shall be necessary to form' a quo«r 
jum, 

VI, The Executive Committee shall appoint a Chairman ; take 
charge of the pecuniary concerns of the Society ; receive applica- 
tions of candidates, and judge of their qualifications ; determine on 
the instructed to be employed ; and the time the candidates shall 
devote to study ; and generally attend to the concerns of the Insti- 
tution.- It is required that the Committee, annually expend the 
amount received, jf a sufficient number of candidates niake applica- 
tion, and that they make a report annually to the Association, and 
pftener to the Trustees, if required. 

VIL The Executive Committee shall appoint agents in such 
places as they shall judge proper, to aid in obtaining subscriptions 
and contributions, and otherwise increasing the funds of the 'Society » 

VIII. It shall be the duty of the Secretary, to keep a fair record 
of the proceedings of the Committee, which shall be open to the 
inspection of the Trustees and of the Society, 

IX. The Treasurer shall keep a fair account of all receipts and 
expenditures, and give bonds to the Chairman of the Committee, 
for the faithful discharge of his office. 

X. Should similar Institutions be formed in neighbouring Asso- 
ciations, the Executive Cominittee shall be authorized to appoint a 
delegate to confer with them, and to unite in providing more exten- , 
sjye means for obtaining literary and theological knowledge. 

XI t Any alterations may be made in this Constitution by a ma- 
jority of the Trustees, at any annual meeting, on the recommenda* 
{ion of the Executive Committee. 



Jfgrteqbly to the Constitution, the Trustees, immediately after the busi* 
» ness of the Association was concluded, elected the following persons 
to fill the offices for the present year, viz. 
DAVID BENEDICT, Secretary, 
STEPHEN S. NELSON, Treasurer, 
William Gammell, 
Jonathan Going, 
James M. Winchell, Executive Com- 

Pavid Curtis, > mittee. 

Barnabas Bates, 
j|P!el Fisher, jjv 
£amuel GrLoyjR, 
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M a meeting of the Executive Committee, on the eleventh of Septem- 
ber, 1816, 
Voted, — That brother Winchell prepare a Circular, accompanied 
bj the Constitution, to be distributed among the Churches compos- 
ing the Warren Association, for the purpose of obtaining subscribers 
to the Education Society, 
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To the MINISTERS and CHURCHES composing the WARREN 
$ ASSOCIATION. 

Beloved Brethren, 

The Executive Committee of the Education Society, formed 
at your last anniversary, beg leave to call your attention to the ob- 
ject contemplated in the preceding Constitution. 

We are persuaded that arguments need not be multiplied to show 
the advantages of knowledge to a minister of the gospel. You 
will all readily acknowledge its utility when devoted to the inter- 
ests of religion and humanity; and although it has been often em- 
ployed for the basest of purposes, by men who have been destitute 
of the grace of God in their hearts, yet that is no reason why we 
should renounce it altogether. We are not accustomed to under- 
value our religion because it has been abused by worldly and ambi- 
tious men for the acquisition of wealth and power ; neither should 
we consider learning to be the less useful or necessary in a minister 
the gospel because unsanctified men have perverted it to the sup- 
port of pride, errour and personal aggrandizement. 

To secure your approbation and support to this Institution., noth- 
ing more is necessary than to state, that there is in the Association 
at this present time, a number of young men of promising gifts, and 
undoubted piety, whose hearts are devoted to the ministry, but who 
labour under great embarrassments, arising from the want of neces- 
sary information and of the means of procuring it. We know that it 
is the province of God by his Spirit to call and qualify men for the 
discharge of this important office ; but we know also, that a knowl- 
edge of letters, so necessary to render a man's labours acceptable 
and profitable to every class of society, is acquired, not by any 
miraculous and supernatural endowment ; but by reading, by reflec- 
tion, and by a diligent, prayerful and persevering application to the 
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